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AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R §1116 
APPLICATION NO. 09/556,517 
ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. Q58755 

IN THE CLAIMS- 

This set of claims is a clean set of pending claims 16-23, 25-27, and 86-97, 
consolidating any previous versions of pending claims into this single clean version, with 
changes made in this response being show., in the Appendix. 

1 6. (Amended) A local router comprising: 
network communications means which can connect to a communication, network and has a 
plurahty of IP addresses representing a plurality of locations on the network and which 
responds to a communications message addressed to any of the plurality of IP addresses; 
and 

data transfer means which can transfer the data included in a communications message 
addressed to any of the plurality of IP addresses to a plurality of destinations and selects 
destinations of the data according to the IP address of the communication message. 

1 7. (Amended) The local router as defined in Claim 16. wherein the local router can coancct 
itself to one or more network-incompatible devices, and the selected network-incompatible 
dev.ces are included m the destinations, wherein the one or more network-incompatible devices 
cannot be directly connected to said communications network. 


1 8- The local router as defined in Claim 1 7, wherein the devices 


arc printers. 


19. (Amended) The local router as defined in any one of claims .6 through 18. wherein the 
network uses a TCP/IP protocol, and the network communications means has said plurality of IP 
addresses, a plurality of port numbers, or a plurality of identifiers as a plurality of network 
addresses and responds to a packet which is received from the network and includes any of the 
Plurality of ,P addresses, the port numbers, and the identifiers, and wherein the data transfer 
means se.ects a destination to which data included in the packet are transferred, according to the 


Received from < 202+293+2920 > at 10/18/02 12:55:15 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 


FROM SUGHRUE MI ON PLLC DC (FRI)IO. 18' 02 1 2 : 56/ST. 1 2 : 54/NO. 4260759400 P 5 


AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1 1 16 
APPLICATION NO. 09/556,517 
ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. Q58755 

IP address, port number, or identifier of the packet including any of the plurality ofTP addresses, 
the port numbers and the identifiers. 


20. (Amended two times) A local router paying method comprising: 
a step of responding to a communications mWe which is received from a communications 
network and is addressed to the router a\any one of a plurality of predetermined W 
addresses of the router; and 

a step of selecting the destination of data included inW communications message in response 
to the network address included in the C ommunic\ons message addressed to any one of 
the^Uira!i^_o£J.ELaddte5scs , 


21. (Amended) A network printer which can connect to a communications network, 
comprising: 

network communications means which have a plurality of IP addresses representing a plurality 
of locations on the network and which respond tn a commutation* mc93 ^ rcccJvcd 
from the network and addressed to any one of the plurality of network addresses- 
data transfer means which can transfer to a plurality of destinations the data inducted in the 
^ communications message addressed to any one of the plurality of IP addresses and which 

determines whether to transfer the data to the destination according to the IP address of the 
communications message; 

print means which processes and prints the data as at least one destination of the plurality of 

destinations; and 

connection means for connecting the printer to a network-incompatible device « at least one of 
the plurality of destinations, wherein the network-incompatible device cannot be connected 
directly to the communications network. 


22. 


The network printer as defined in Claim 2 1 , wherein the device is another printer 
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23. tended) A network printer which can connect to a communications network and is 
communicable with a host provided 0n the network, comprising: 
^ K £ . relaying means which can connect to other devices, has all the IP addresses assigned to a 
dev.ee eroup fncIuding ^ netWQrk printer ^ ^ devjccS) ^ commun . cat . on 

between the host and the plurality of devices pertaining to the device group, in response to 
communication which is sent from the host. 


^pr — 

%\ f <Amended LW ° UmeS) A COn * Uter rea V recording medium having recorded 

J thereon a computer program used when a compuW executes a loca. router relaying method, the 

program comprising: \ 

a «p of responding ,o a cor^nnjeafens mBSM8 \h.ch U record from a communication, 
n«work and is addressed «, lhe railKr „ any \ „ , ^ , p 

addresses of the router; and \ 
a step of Se ,ec,u, 8 «h e dcstina , on of ^ dto hcW ^^.^ ^ 

response to IP ad dress included in ^ coramu „,.^ 0 Y message ^ 
■ — af_he-piur_ity-oiliaaddr.esscs 


26. (Amended) A computer readable program recording medium having recorded thereon a 
computer program used when a computer implements a network printer which can connect to a 
communications network, the printer comprising: 
network communications mens which have a plurality of IP addresses representing a plurality 
^ . £ . of locations on the network and which responds to a communications message received 

trom the network and addressed to any one of the plurality of IP address- 
data transfer means which can transfer to a plurality of destination the duta included in the 
commutations message addressed to any one of the pl ura.it y of IP addresses and which 
detennme, whether to transfer the data u> the destinatton according to the IP address of the 
communications message; 
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print means which processes and prints the data as at least one destination of the p.urality of 

destinations; and 

connection means for connectin 8 the printer to a nctwork-incompadble device as at least on, of 
the Plurality of destinations, wherein the network-incompatible device cannot be connected 
directly to the communications network. 


27. 


(Amended) A computer readable program recording medium having recorded thereon a 
computer program used when a computer implements a network printer which can connect to a 
communicates network and is communicable with a ho. provided on the network, the printer 
comprising; 

rdayine means which can «,„„« to oth „ deviccs> has ,„ ^ , p ^ ^ 

*™ Sr ° UP i " C " ,dinS * e " eW< " k «-« *• "-ices, and reiays convocation 

,£ b«« the ho, and the pl „ raHtv offices lo fc dey . cc group , n response M 

communication which is sent from the host. 

«6. A local router adapted to make accessible to a network 0ne or more connected printers 
comprising: ? 

network communications means fo, connects „ wmmumcatioIK ^ 

and for receiving communications messages addrcssKl to a „ y of a predc , eTOined ^ rf 
different network addresses; 
prime, seicctio,, means for making a seiection or one of „id one or more connected primers 

based on the network address in a received one of said communication messages- and 
data transfer means for .referring data from said received one of said communication 
messages to said selected one of said one o, more connected printers over = respective 
printer interface; 


wherein said respective printer interface is not an IP-addressed 


connection. 
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87. The local router as set forth in claim 86, wherein the local router further comprise, 
internal means for printing, also selectable based on said network address in said received one of 

said communications messages. 

88. The local router as set forth in any one of claims 86 through 87. wherein „ M 
predetermined set of different network addresses are different IP addresses. 

«9 The loca. router « set forth in any one of Cairns 86 through 87, wherein said 
predetermined set of different network addresses have the same IP address but differ by port 

numbers. 

. <?■ . 90. The local router as set forth in any one of claims 86 through „, wherein said 
predetermined set of different network addresses have the same IP address but differ by packet 

identifiers. 

91 A relaying m ethod for a local router for making accessible to a network one or more 
connected printers, comprising: 

receive ^addressed communications messages addressed to any of a predetermined 

plurality of different network addresses; 
-king a selection of one of said one or more connected printers based on the network address 

in a reccved one of said communication messages; and 
transferring data from said received one of said communication messages to said selected one 

of sa.d one or more connected printers over a respective printer interface; 
wherein said respective printer interface is not an IP-addressed connection. 
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92. The loci router as set forth in claim 91, wherein said predetermined set of different 
network addresses are different IP addresses. 

93. The local router as se t forth in claim 91, wherein said predetermined set of different 
network addresses have the same IP address but differ by port numbers. 

•94. The local router as set forth in claim 91, wherein said predetermined set of different 
network addresses have the same IP address but differ by packet identifiers. 

95. A network printing system, comprising: 
a network printer connected to an IP-addressed communications network; 
f\ .t> 0ne 0r ™*o ^her devices in communication with said network printer but not connected to 
said communications network- 
said network printer and said one or more other devices defining a device group; 
said device group having respective address for said network printer and each of said one or 

more other devices, defining a predetermined set of addresses; 
said network printer accepting any communication message with a message address header 

indicating one of said predetermined set of addresses; 
when said message address header indicates one of said one or more devices, said network 
pnnter selectively relaying data from said accepted communication message to said 
indicated one of said one or more other devices; and 
when said message address header indicates said network printer, said network printer 
processmg said data from said accepted communication message. 


96. 


The network printing system as set forth in claim 95, wherein said one or more devices 

are printers. 
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97. A computer readable program recording medium having recorded thereon a computer 
program used when a computer executes a local router laying method, the program comprising- 
a step for receiving IP-addressed communications messages addressed to any of a 

predetermined plurality of different network addresses; 
a step for making a selection of one of said one or more connected printers based on the 

network address in a received one of said communication messages; and 
a step for transferring data from said received one of said communication messages to .said 

selected one of said one or more connected printers over a respective printer interface, 
wherem said respective printer interface is not an IP-addressed connection. 
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